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Kia Ora, 

As winter creeps in, it’s the perfect time to celebrate 
the warmth of community, connection, and kindness. 
Welcome to the June edition of Com Chat!  

Have Your Say – Wellbeing of Older People in Our 
Community 
On page 2, you'll find a short survey for people and 
organisations who work with, support, or regularly 
interact with older people. We encourage you to take 
a few minutes to click the link and share your 
feedback.  

TG Macarthy Trust Contestable fund has changed 
from one funding round per year to three rounds per 
year. Information on their website: 
www.publictrust.co.nz. 

 

 

Community House Team 

Funding 

COGS—annual funding round  -  opens 15 April  2026 

closes 13  May  2026— decision by the 30th July  2026   

www.communitymatters.govt.nz. 

Community Contracts—2026 funding round closes 31 July 

2026   www.whanganui.govt.nz. 

Whanganui Community Foundation—Quick response closes 

29th June 2026 Community support closes  27 July 2026 

 www.whanganuicommunityfoundation.org.nz. 

Pub Charity Ltd—check area eligibility prior to applying. 

www.pubcharitylimited.co.nz. 

TG Macarthy Trust Contestable fund— open 1st June Closes 

30th  June, opens 1st October closes the  31st October 2026  

allow 6-8 weeks after closing date. www.publictrust.co.nz. 

Four Regions Trust—next funding round closes 30th June 

2026.  http://www.fourregionstrust.org.nz. 

Mainland Foundation—check area eligibility prior to 

applying.  www.mainlandfoundation.co.nz 

Manawatu / Whanganui Lottery Community Committee— 

funding round 1 opens 8 July 2026 and closes  5 August 

2026.  Decision made by  4 November 2026. 

 www.communitymatters.govt.nz. 

NZCT—always open, allow up to 8 weeks for outcomes.  

 www.nzct.org.nz. 

The Lion Foundation—always open, allow up to 8 weeks for 

outcomes.    www.lionfoundation.org.nz. 

Grassroots Trust Central—check area eligibility prior to 

applying.      www.grassrootstrustcentral.co.nz. 

Youthtown Incorporated —check area eligibility prior to 
applying.   www.youthtownfunding.org.nz 
  
 
For a full list of funders in the Whanganui/Rangitikei/Waimarino 

Regions visit the Whanganui Community Foundation website 
‘Other Funders’ page.  Good luck with your applications 

com.chat 
A  Newsletter distributed to Community 

Groups in Whanganui and surrounding Districts 

Issue 276—June 2026 

Rural Networking Meetings 
 
5th August   Taihape (1st Wednesday of every  
                            second month/ 12:30pm even months               
     Feb/April/June/August/October/ December)   
                            REAP, 1 Tui Street, Taihape 
     Zoom attendance available 
     Contact: Tania 021 0293 4173 
     or ecetaihape@ruapehureap.co.nz 
 
     No   Waiouru (2nd Monday of each month) 
Meeting  Contact: Carolyn Hyland (06) 387 5531 
 
15th June   Southern Rangitikei  (3rd Monday of                      
    each month 12:30pm)  To be advised 
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What’s on — mark your diaries! 

  Have Your Say – Wellbeing of Older People in Our Community 

A group of local health, social service, community, and wellbeing practitioners have come together because 

we care deeply about strengthening wellbeing, connection, and support for older people in our community. 

Although we have yet to secure funding, the conversations have continued because we believe this is an  

Important issue, and that by working together we can better understand the challenges, strengths, and    

opportunities that people are observing in relation to the wellbeing of older people in our community. 

We know that many older people experience challenges such as loneliness, grief, declining health, loss of 

independence, financial pressures, and social disconnection. We also recognise that people who work with, 

support, or regularly interact with older people hold valuable observations and insights about the            

challenges, strengths, and opportunities that exist within our community. 

This short survey is designed for people and organisations who work with, support, or regularly interact 

with older people. It asks about: 

✔ recognising and responding to distress 

✔ barriers to support and connection 

✔ challenges affecting older people's wellbeing 

✔ what people are seeing that helps older people remain connected, supported, and valued 

✔ ideas for strengthening support and prevention in our community 

Your insights will help build a fuller local picture and inform future conversations, initiatives, and                

collaborative action. 

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey and share it with others who work with or support older 

people. 

The survey is anonymous and takes approximately 3 minutes to complete.  

  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XPVFQBR 
 
If this is a kaupapa you are passionate about and you would like to be involved in future discussions or      

initiatives, please contact Mihi Backhouse at mihi.backhouse@wdhb.org.nz. 
 
Together, we can help strengthen connection, belonging, wellbeing, and quality of life for older people in 

our community. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XPVFQBR
mailto:mihi.backhouse@wdhb.org.nz
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Funding 
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Meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 48  Alma Road, from 

10 am— 12 pm. 
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     15 Market Place, Whanganui. 

Community News & Events Support Services 
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